
Historic District Ordinance Amendment 

City Council Work Session 2016 



Work Session Agenda: 
 
1. Overview 
2. Major Changes 
3. Minor Changes 
4. Issues Not Addressed 
5. Outstanding Issues 
 

 

Agenda 



Community Survey: Today 



Community Survey: 10-15 years 



Vibrant, Fun & Beautiful 



Overview: 
Approximately 2% of the City’s population 

Approximately 5% of the City’s registered businesses 

Home to City’s greatest asset, the waterfront 



History 



History 



Condition of Properties 

Good Condition 
Cosmetic Repairs 
Major Repairs 



Contributing Properties 

Contributing 



Timeline 

Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

NOTICE TO PROCEED 

Task 1 : Data Gathering and Existing Land Use

Task 2 : Visioning & Community  Engagement

Task: Steering Committee

Task: Community Engagement Activities

Task 3 : Master P lan

Task: Future Land Use Plan

Task: Multi-Modal Mobility

Task: Finalize Master Plan Document

Task 4 : New Zoning Ordinance

Zoning Ordinance Diagnostic Report

Draft Zoning Ordinance

 Final Zoning Ordinance

Task 5 : New Zoning Map and GIS Database

PROJECT COMPLETION

2017
Project Tasks

2015 2016



Major Changes: 
1. Membership Structure 

2. Ordinance Restructure to Emphasize Classification 

3. Demolition Section Replaced 



Membership 



Restructure to Emphasize Classification 



Demolition 



Demolition 



Minor Changes: 
1. Corrected Tree Review Procedures 

2. Corrected Guidelines and Criteria for Review 

3. Corrected Conflicting Definitions & Procedures 



Corrected Tree Review 



Sec. 62-114. - Guidelines and criteria for review 
(a) When considering applications for certificates of appropriateness to exterior 
architectural and environmental features of historic properties or within historic 
districts, the Secretary of the Interior’s “Standards of Rehabilitation” and the “St. 
Mary’s Historic District Guidelines Study, June 30, 1986, by Galyon and 
Associates/PDM” shall be used as a guideline along with any other criteria 
adopted by the commission. 
(b) Determine the classification of the property according to Sec. 62-86, by year 
built, era in context and architectural style. 
(c) If classified as Historic or Historic-obscured, the commission shall determine 
that, 

Corrected Guidelines 



Corrected Conflicting Definitions & Procedures 



Issues Not Addressed: 
1. Signage 

2. Zoning Issues 

3. Form-Based Code 

 



Signage 

There are currently three signage standards in use: 

The 2014 Historic District Signage Section 

The 2003 Sec. 46 Signage Ordinance, updated in 2015 

And a Resolution on Median Signage in 2006 



Zoning 

Current zoning code does not address many of the 
current uses in the Historic District, especially those 
involving mixed-use, accessory structures, special or 
conditional uses and their signage and parking. 

 

The Master Plan process will begin to address zoning 
changes this month, with a public workshop on Tuesday, 
August 23, 1-3 PM, at the St. Marys United Methodist 
Church, 106 E. Conyers St. 

 



Smart Code/Form-Based Codes 
Transects 

It also ensures that a community will not have to scrutinize all 
proposed projects, because the intentions of the citizens will have 
already been determined in the process that leads to the code. The 
SmartCode is a comprehensive framework for that process. 

Form-Based Code 



Form-Based Code 



Form-Based Code 



Thank you. 
jeff.adams@stmarysga.gov 

follow us on 


